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1.

INTRODUCTION

The Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs
Reservation of Oregon (CTWSRO) Branch of
Natural Resources (BNR) makes it their mission
to plan and execute a balanced direction for the
protection, use, and enhancement to all tribal
natural resources. In support of this mission, the
CTWSRO acquired the Red Hills Conservation
Area (Property) in December of 2014 with funds
from the Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program
(WWMP), the first such acquisition by the
CTWSRO with the WWMP. The WWMP was
established under a 2010 Memorandum of
Agreement between the State of Oregon and
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), in
coordination with the CTWSRO and other
interested Tribes, to mitigate for the wildlife
impacts of the federal Willamette River
hydropower system (BPA and State of Oregon
2010). The BNR has a shared interest in
Red Hills
promoting long-term land conservation to support
sustained and enhanced wildlife populations, many with cultural significance to the CTWSRO.
This Land Management Plan (LMP) is a required component of the conservation easement
funded and held by BPA. It provides Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and Time-bound
(SMART) objectives and follows the format specified by the BPA. This is a new LMP designed
to cover a 10-year duration from 2021 to 2031, with the intent to update and revise specific
elements after that timeframe based on management actions and monitoring results to facilitate
an adaptive management approach. Section 2 provides Property details, followed by a review of
the current ecological setting in Section 3. Section 4 outlines the goals, objectives, and actions
for the Property. Desired future conditions, goals, and objectives identified in Section 4.1 will
serve as the foundation for the development of more specific plans and budgets for individual
projects, as well as a basis for grant applications to help with restoration funding. Section 5
details how actions proposed in this LMP comply with the conservation easement restrictions
and prohibitions.
Much of the background information presented in this LMP is drawn from existing
documentation for the Property, including: 1) the conservation easement (provided in Appendix
A), the CTWSRO baseline report (CTWSRO 2014), 2) the Property and timber appraisals (Real
Estate Services Group 2014), and 3) the Fiscal Year 2014 WWMP application submitted to the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) (CTWSRO 2013). This existing
documentation was supplemented with a July 2019 site visit by Tetra Tech, Inc. (Tetra Tech),
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desktop research, and updated information from the BNR. Related citations are provided as
applicable and listed in Section 6.

2.

PROPERTY DETAILS

2.1

Property Information

The Red Hills LMP was prepared in fulfillment of Section G of the conservation easement. This
LMP encompasses 278.5 acres of grassland, mixed deciduous and conifer, and riparian habitat in
Yamhill County, Oregon (Figure 2-1). The CTWSRO is responsible for on-the-ground
management and adaptive management including identifying triggers for LMP updates. There is
no address associated with the Property. Basic Property information is as follows:
Management Area Name: Red Hills Property (“Property”)
Easement Date:

December 29, 2014

Easement Number:

WILF-WL-18

Easement Grantor:

Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon
(CTWSRO)

Easement Grantee:

Department of Energy, Bonneville Power Administration (BPA)

LMP Prepared by:

Tetra Tech on behalf of the CTWSRO, with all post-draft edits by
CTWSRO, BPA, and ODFW.
Chris James
Program Manager
Tetra Tech, Inc.
19803 North Creek Parkway
Bothell, WA 98011
(425) 482-7622
chris.james@tetratech.com
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Figure 2-1.

Property Location
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2.2

LMP Description

The LMP covers a single property as described in Table 2-1 and shown in Figure 2-2.
Table 2-1.

Parcel Information

Tax Lot

Township/Range

Tax Lot 100

T3S R3W Section 32

Date Acquired

December 29, 2014

4

Acres

278.5
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Figure 2-2.

Parcels
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2.3

LMP History

This is a new LMP intended to cover a 10-year duration from 2021 to 2031. The LMP is
intended to be updated and likely revised after ten years (2031) based on the evaluation of
progress toward management goals and objectives to facilitate an adaptive management
approach, as described further in Section 4.5 – Evaluation and Monitoring. Not all management
objectives would necessarily be covered in an LMP update. For example, cultural resource
protection and forest management are viewed with a longer time horizon due to inherent
differences in legal, logistical, and ecological considerations.

2.4

Purpose and Conservation Values

The purpose of the conservation easement is to preserve and protect, in perpetuity, the
Conservation Values of the Property, which comprises 278.5 acres of grassland, mixed
deciduous and conifer, and riparian forest. The existing Conservation Values of the Property
were identified recognizing that such Conservation Values may periodically fluctuate or trend
toward long-term change, due to natural events such as wildfire, floods, insect or disease,
interdecadal climate events, and long-term climate change, as well as human-initiated
enhancement or restoration actions (such as those described in this LMP); these Conservation
Values include the following:
1. Strategy Habitats identified in the Oregon Conservation Strategy (OCS) (2016):
Grassland (Oak Savanna), Mixed Deciduous Forests, Conifer Forests, and the Flowing
Water and Riparian Forest habitat, as well as two intermittent (Cowardin Code R4SBC)
streams (NHD 2019).
2. Fish and wildlife species, including but not limited to several migratory and resident
species such as: Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus), Streaked-horned Lark
(Eremophila alpestris stigata), Yellow-breasted Chat (Ictera virens), Chipping Sparrow
(Spizella passerine), Slender Billed Nuthatch (Sitta carolinenses aculeate), WhiteBreasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinenses), and the Western Gray Squirrel (Sciurus griseus).
3. Contiguous habitat for locally rare species requiring more range such as cougar (Puma
concolor) and black bear (Ursus americanus) and connectivity to the adjacent 1,343-acre
Trappist Abbey Conservation Easement held by BPA, of similar habitat types.
The Streaked-horned lark is unlikely to be found on the property, as it does not match its
preferred habitat.

2.5

Connectivity and Habitat

The Property is adjacent to the Trappist Abbey, a 1,343-acre property that is also protected
through the WWMP. Both properties together make up the majority of the Dundee Oaks
Conservation Opportunity Area as defined by the OCS (OCS 2016). This LMP calls for
cooperative management of these properties in order to efficiently maximize conservation
efforts.
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2.6

Land Use

The Property is currently an undeveloped forest. The Property has been managed by the previous
owners under a long-term, sustainable forestry plan developed by Trout Mountain Forestry.
Additional forestry related documents include a timber cruise (Ferguson 2009) and the timber
appraisal (Witler 2014). The forestland has been certified by the Forest Stewardship Council as
Well-Managed since 1998 (Certificate SCS-FM/COC-00062G).
The previous forest management plan prescribed selective thinning to improve tree quality and
vigor, sustain wildlife habitat, and generate regular income (Ferguson 1993). Periodic harvests
(every 2 to 4 years) have ranged between 100,000 to 200,000 board feet and have primarily been
selective thinning to release oak and reduce the density of Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) in
the mixed stands. Logging has used ground-based methods (cat, skidder, shovel), with operations
restricted to dry soil conditions outside of the bird nesting season (April – July). Logging
operations have used contract crews. Planting and vegetation control (manual and chemical)
have been used to maintain the. This forest management plan is outdated and focuses on harvest
and profit. CTWSRO will hire a consulting firm to write a new forest management plan prior to
developing the initial timber sale for 2021 or 2022. The forest plan will focus on a series of
harvests through 2031 to remove Douglas fir, including plantation stands, and enhancement of
existing oak habitat as this is the main goal of the Tribes.
Prior to the purchase of this Property by the CTWSRO in 2014, the land had been in family
ownership since 1962. There is no remaining evidence (remnant structures or vegetation) of
previous agricultural activities on the site; however, the land was used for grazing cattle prior to
the 1962 purchase.

2.7

Interim Management Activities

Management activities have been limited to light mowing of grass near the entry gate. No
Trespassing signs remain on the entry gate at Duniway Road, but are most likely leftover from
the previous landowner.

2.8

Land Use Agreements

Several land use agreements are in effect for the Property:
•

Three easements granted to the City of Lafayette for access and maintenance to the
above-ground water storage tank and associated pipelines for the Bluebird Valley Water
District. The waterline runs from a spring, locally known as Bluebird Springs, across the
southern end of the Property to the houses on Bluebird Hill Lane.

•

One road construction agreement with the Yamhill County Department of Planning and
Development recorded in 1991.

•

One easement dating back to 1968 held by Portland General Electric Company for a
distribution line that lies just inside the Duniway entrance to the Property.
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The agreement documents are provided in Appendix B, and Figure 2-3 displays a map showing
the locations of the agreements.

2.9

Access Issues

The site is accessible through the gate on Duniway Road. The existing roads within the Property
are overgrown with Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) and will need to be cleared and
maintained in order to gain access to the forested areas of the Property.

8
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Figure 2-3.
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2.10 Water Rights
There are no water rights included in the conservation easement, and there are no plans to
acquire water rights for the Property at this time. Section II.D. of the easement (Appendix A)
provides the following instruction in the event of future water right acquisition by the CTWSRO:
To the extent Grantor has or after-acquires water rights, Grantee shall ensure that the
Grantor shall not abandon any of the water rights appurtenant to the Protected Property
by virtue of non-use and that the Grantor may not transfer, change the point of diversion,
change the purpose of use, or otherwise significantly change any Protected Property
water right without receiving prior written approval from BPA.
This section of the LMP will be updated upon any change in the status of water rights for the
Property.

3.

CURRENT ECOLOGICAL SETTING

3.1

Habitat and Cover Types and Conditions

The Property encompasses 3 of the 11 Strategy Habitats identified by the OCS (2016); these
Strategy Habitats are depicted in Figure 3-1 and are described in the following sections. Figure
3-2 provides the similar but further refined stand areas identified in the 2009 timber cruise
(Ferguson 2009).
Grassland (9 acres)

There are two grassland habitat
areas, one small open area on the
northern edge of the Property
near the Trappist Abbey lands,
and the other (larger habitat) at
the entrance to the Property on
Duniway Road. The oaks on this
Property are Oregon white oaks
(Quercus garryana). The largest
specimen (estimated to be over
200 years old) and the adjacent
younger oaks within this
grassland are showing signs of
decline due to conifer
encroachment. The larger
Oak in the Grasslands
grassland area has been mowed in
past years to keep the invasive Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) and Himalayan blackberry
from proliferating; mowing will continue to be part of the management strategy, although this
has been on hold until management funds are available.
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Figure 3-1. Habitat and Cover Types
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Figure 3-2.

Timber Inventory Map before acquisition (“Winter Property”)
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Mixed Deciduous (188.5 acres)

The mixed deciduous habitats
contain an inventory of Oregon
white oak. Most of the oaks are at
least 80 years old, and in some
moist draws and protected areas,
large legacy oaks can be found
that pre-date the European
settlement of the Willamette
Valley. Other common deciduous
found include bigleaf maple (Acer
macrophyllum), red alder, Oregon
ash (Fraxinus latifolia), and nonnative cherry (Prunus spp.).
Many of these deciduous habitats
contain an increasing component Mixed Deciduous
of Douglas fir (Psudeotsuga
menziesii), which provides a rich mixed species habitat, but also provides the means for
continued erosion of oak dominance on the Property. In past years, most of these stands have
been thinned to remove some of the competing Douglas fir and sustain the oak trees by
increasing light to the crowns. There are varying ages of Douglas fir ranging from 60 to 100
years old. Previous work done by Trout Mountain Forestry has girdled fir trees and created
downed woody debris with logs/trees that were not marketable and will benefit species on site.
Other conifers include western hemlock (Tsuga heteraphylla) and western red cedar (Thuja
plicata) are occasionally found in the understory of both mixed deciduous and conifer forest
habitats.
Conifer Forest (43 acres)

About 43 acres of the property are conifer forest comprised primarily of Douglas fir. These
habitats are actually plantations and will be targeted for harvests to restore oak habitats and raise
funding for property management. The timber cruise completed in 2009 identified 2.27 million
board feet of merchantable Douglas fir within the Property boundaries, primarily located in the
Type 1 (mixed conifer/hardwood) and Type 2 (wet hardwoods) stands shown on Figure 3-2
(Ferguson 2009). These trees range in age from 40 to 110 years with significant defect due to
mechanical damage from growing through competing oak. The real estate appraisal report
completed in 2014 includes a timber valuation by Jerry Witler of Northwest Forestry Services
(Witler 2014). This valuation concluded that the merchantable timber onsite is worth $756,000
with an additional $26,000 of pre-merchantable timber (located in stand Type 3, plantation,
shown on Figure 3-2). That valuation is based on the clear-cut harvest of all tree species outside
of riparian buffers.
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Flowing Water and Riparian Habitats (38 acres)

These are mostly undisturbed, rich
riparian forest habitats that are located
in the moist soils adjacent to the two
small intermittent streams on the
Property. The streams are potential
habitat for cutthroat trout
(Oncorhynchus clarkii) and other
aquatic organisms that can use them
seasonally. The majority of the trees
present in the riparian areas are ash
with other species including bigleaf
and vine maple (Acer circinatum),
cottonwood (Populus sp.), and
occasional oak. These habitats have
been effectively buffered from forest
Flowing Water and Riparian Habitats
management activities and have a diverse, mostly native understory.
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3.2

Special Status, Focal, and Oregon Conservation Strategy Species

OCS special status (non-Endangered Species Act [ESA]), and conservation easement focal
species that currently or may exist within the Strategy Habitats found at the Property are shown
in Table 3-1. This species list has been updated from the baseline report. See Section 3.4 for
ESA-listed or candidate species that may occur on the Property and benefit from the
conservation easement.
Table 3-1.

Special Status, Focal, and Oregon Conservation Strategy Species

Target Species (Scientific Name)1/

Status2/

Known to Occur

Unknown,
but could occur

Fish and Wildlife
Acorn woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus)

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Black bear (Ursus americanus)

CE Focal

X

Black-tailed deer (Odocoileus hemionus)

CE Focal

Bobcat (Lynx rufus)

CE Focal

X

California myotis (Myotis californicus)

SS, OCS

X

Chipping sparrow (Spizella passerina)
Coastal cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii clarkii)

SS, OCS

X

X

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Common nighthawk (Chordeiles minor)

SS, OCS

X

Cougar (Puma concolor)

CE Focal

X

Northern red-legged frog (Rana aurora)

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Olive-sided flycatcher (Contopus cooperi)

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Purple martin (Progne subis arboricola)

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Red tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)

CE Focal

Roosevelt elk (Cervus canadensis roosevelti)

CE Focal

X

Sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus)

CE Focal

X

Silver-haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans)

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Slender-billed white-breasted nuthatch (Sitta
carolinensis aculeate)

SS, OCS

X

SS, OCS

X

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Western bluebird (Sialia Mexicana)
Western brook lamprey (Lampetra richardsoni)

X

Western gray squirrel (Sciurus griseus)

SS, OCS

Western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta)

SS, OCS

X
X

Willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii)

FSC, SS, OCS

X

Yellow-breasted chat (Icteria virens auricollis)

FS, SS, OCS

X

Plants
Common camas (Camassia quamash)

CE Focal

X

Hazel (Corylus sp.)
CE Focal
X
1/ Information from CTWSRO 2013, CTWSRO 2014, and the conservation easement (Appendix A)
2/ CE Focal = Species likely to benefit from conservation easement, no other status; FSC = Federal Species of Concern;
MBTA = Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. Sections 703-712); NPW = Nongame Protected Wildlife, per Oregon
Administrative Rule 635-044-0130; OCS = Oregon Conservation Strategy Species; SS = State Sensitive

3.3

Invasive Species

Invasive species present on the Property include the following:
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•

Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) – found on all of the roads and encroaching
on the grassland habitat. A site visit in July 2019 determined that Himalayan blackberry
has taken over the access roads and made them impassable by foot or vehicle.

•

Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) – Scotch broom presence has increased considerably
since the initial baseline survey in 2014 and is now present in about half of the open
grassland as well as along the edges.

•

False brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) – scattered throughout the area adjacent to the
Trappist Abbey. False brome was found on approximately 30 percent of the inventory
plots in the grassland habitat, usually at low levels.

•

English hawthorn (Crataegus mongyna) – low level presence in oak stands and openings.

•

Orchard cherry (Prunus sp.) – escaped from cultivation, found mainly in small clumps;
widely dispersed and difficult to map.

•

Shining geranium (Geranium lucidum) – nearly ubiquitous on the forest floor throughout
the Property.

•

Poison-oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum) – though a native species, it can be a nuisance;
found mainly in oak and oak/fir stands, but has incidental spread into grasslands.

3.4

ESA-Listed or Candidate Species

The following table lists the ESA-listed or candidate species that have been found onsite and/or
are likely to occur onsite.
Table 3-2.

ESA-Listed or Candidate Species

Target Species
(Scientific Name)

ESA Status

Streak-horned lark (Eremophila alpestris strigata)

Threatened

Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas editha taylori)

Endangered

X

Kincaid’s lupine (Lupinus sulphureus)

Threatened

X

Nelson’s checkermallow (Sidalcea nelsoniana)

Threatened

X

Willamette daisy (Erigeron decumbens var. decumbens)

Endangered

X
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3.5

Hydrologic Considerations

The only water onsite are intermittent flows
during the rainy season (October to March).
The culvert installed (date unknown) under the
skid road is failing and unpassable. This culvert
will need to be removed or replaced in order to
facilitate aquatic organism movement in the
stream channel when water is present.

3.6

Historical, Cultural Resources,
and Traditional Use Resources

The long-term history of the area indicates that
mixed deciduous forests and grassland habitat
types came to dominate the Willamette Valley
7,800 to 11,000 years ago following a shift to a
warm, dry climate (Whitlock and Knox 2002).
The persistence of oaks despite a climate shift
back to more cool and wet conditions over the
past 4,000 years may be largely a result of tribal
Failing Culvert
burning practices to keep the landscape open
for travel and hunting. Following the collapse
of the Kalapuyan populations and the cessation of burning, there has been an almost 90 percent
reduction in prairie and savanna (grassland) acreage in the Willamette Valley between 1850 and
the present (Hulse et al. 1998).

3.7

Public Access

In accordance with the goals of the WWMP program, the CTWSRO intends to allow public
access to the Property. Initial access will be limited to parking at the Trappist Abbey and walking
their trail system onto the Property. This has been discussed and approved by the Abbey.
Public recreation will be limited to trails and skid roads and, depending on the first 2 years of
monitoring access and evaluating impacts to the Property, the CTWSRO will consider the
development of a parking area at the Duniway Road entrance. The potential public access point
is shown in Figure 3-3.
Visitors will be required to contact the CTWSRO Willamette Basin Staff to ensure the
appropriate personnel are aware of who is on the Property. The Tribes allow access to most of
their Conservation Areas in the John Day and Willamette Basins1. Their Lands website
(wslands.org) offers an electronic version of the daily access permit, free of charge. Visitor
1

In 2020, Tribal Council closed all Conservation Areas to the public due because of COVID-19, and these
properties remain closed as of January 2021. Austin Hot Springs is the one exception to Public Access rules, it is
not accessible by the public.
17
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information will be recorded, and access permits will be issued to all interested in accessing the
Property. Once an onsite kiosk is constructed at Red Hills, paper versions of the permits will be
available to fill out upon visit. Permits will ensure neighbors, law enforcement, or other persons
of authority that the visitor has proof of permission to access the Property. Access has been atwill, but ongoing monitoring will be required to ensure visitation is not impacting the site.
In 2020, the Regulations for all the Conservation Areas were streamlined for all properties, see
Appendix C.
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Figure 3-3.

Potential Public Access Points
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3.8

Fire History and Planned Burns

State and federal records do not show any fires at the Property within recent history (1962 to
present). It is well known and discussed in Section 3.6 that Tribes in the area regularly burned
these forest openings to keep the grassland habitats intact. The LMP does not call for prescribed
burning to release the oak canopy due to the persistent air quality issues within the Willamette
Valley (ODEQ 2019). In addition to the potential air quality issues, the Property is located within
a smoke-sensitive receptor area (SSRA). The rules for prescribed burning in SSRA zones are
described in the Oregon Secretary of State Administrative Rules Chapter 629, Division 48,
Smoke Management. In order to meet the State of Oregon’s Air Quality Maintenance Objectives,
they ask that all private forestry owners consider methods other than burning for forest fuels
reduction. In place of burning, the LMP calls for thinning of Douglas fir and removal of
encroaching trees and shrubs.

3.9

Threats
Encroaching/Invasive Species

Threats to Conservation Values include the
encroachment of Douglas fir grassland and
overcrowding of oak in the mixed
deciduous and conifer habitat. Threats to
the ash (Fraxinus latifolia) include the
potential invasion of the emerald ash borer
(Agrilus planipennis).
Trespass

Trespassing has been known to occur from
the unmonitored northeast corner of the
Property. Neighbors have also reported
trespass at the main access point. It is
hoped that with the establishment of formal
access procedures that trespassing will
cease.
Climate Change

Mistletoe in oak branch

According to the most recent Oregon Climate Assessment Report, the Willamette Valley and
eastern Oregon will see the largest increases in fire risk by mid-century and summer flows may
be reduced by as much as 50 percent in some basins (Mote et al. 2019). Drought stress in forests
from lower soil moisture in the summer can affect timber productivity (Mote et al. 2019). Each
of these stressors could harm the Conservation Values of the Property. Managing the forested
habitats for resilience to climate change is an important component of this LMP, which may
include sustainable thinning and fuels reduction to support growth of larger trees and reduce the
potential for catastrophic burning (see Section 4.1).
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4.

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

4.1

Desired Future Conditions, Goals, and Objectives

The following sections describe the desired future conditions, goals, and SMART objectives for
the Property, starting with those applicable Property-wide followed by the relevant goals and
objectives for each applicable habitat type. This initial LMP is written with the intent that there
will be a review and revision within 5 years but that some objectives require a longer timescale
and therefore are presented with end dates outside of the initial 5 years. This initial LMP is also
written with the intent that there will be a forest management plan written by a consulting firm
within one year and that habitat types will be updated by that consulting firm. This forest
management plan will be drafted in 2021 for BPA and ODFW review. The plan will describe
the ten years of oak-release projects with annual or biannual harvests of up to 30-40 acres per
year in size, that will aim to generally remove Douglas fir across the property. It will also have
strategic prescriptions for fuel-reduction thinning to mix deciduous stands to prevent catastrophic
wildfires, without reducing oak presence. The plan will also address landing rehabilitation, postproject planting, weed control, and other details important to land conservation and this LMP.
Property-Wide Goals and Objectives

In order to acquire the Red Hills Conservation Area, an agreement was reached to forego any
Stewardship funding for ongoing property maintenance. Given that a lack of funding has
delayed maintenance and management actions, an agreement was reached to use some of the
stewardship funds for Little Sweden and Austin Hot Springs to jump-start some activity that will
allow development of a timber sale which will create further revenue for management of the
Property and to pay for annual property taxes on Red Hills and other WWMP properties. The
timber sale will follow the approval of a forest management plan. Maintaining revenue for this
Property will be always the primary goal of necessity, as maintaining Conservation Values will
be challenging without funding. Periodic, small oak release projects (timber sales) will provide
funding for maintenance while restoring oak habitats.
Adequately funded, the overall goals of this Property are to facilitate and manage public access
to the Property, enhance CTWSRO ability to exercise treaty rights and access culturallysignificant resources, update documentation of existing forest conditions and habitat types,
maintain oak habitat by conducting several oak release projects throughout the next ten years,
and maintain and improve flowing water and riparian habitats, in accordance with the
Conservation Values of the Conservation Easement. The Property will be managed to maintain a
mosaic of vegetation communities with an emphasis on preserving, expanding, and enhancing
target habitats and associated target plant and wildlife species.
As this plan was written, the COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted activities and progress
at Red Hills. No work was performed on the property at all in 2020. Timeframes below will
reflect this lost year.
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Table 4-1.

Desired Future Conditions, Goals and Objectives, and Actions applicable PropertyWide

Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Timeframe

Season

2021-2031

All

2021-2022

Fall, Spring,
Summer

2021-2023

Fall, Spring,
Summer

2021-2022

Fall, Spring,
Summer

2022-2024

All

2022-2024

Spring/
Summer

2021-2031

Summer

2021-2031

Spring/
Summer

2021-2031

Spring/
Summer

2021-2031

All

2021-2026

Fall, Spring

Goal 1: Facilitate and manage public access to the Property

Objective 1a: Implement public access management rules and actions within three
years.
Action 1.a.1 – Develop public access rules for the Property (e.g., non-motorized
public access only, limited to existing trail and road network). Public access rules
shall support CTWSRO treaty rights and all Conservation Values for the Property
and be consistent with the conservation easement.
Action 1.a.2 – Design and place informational signs at access points from
Trappist Abbey and Duniway Road entrances.
Action 1.a.3 – Install kiosk with liability waivers, Property maps, and Property
regulations at the main access point.
Action 1.a.4 – Determine feasibility of installing one parking area for three to four
vehicles at the Duniway Road entrance within the Property boundary.
Action 1.a.5 – Based on feasibility, install one parking area for three to four
vehicles at the Duniway Road entrance within the Property boundary, and install
a lockable administrative access gate to the property roads to deter vehicle
access.
Action 1.a.6 – Conduct annual monitoring and adaptive management to identify
and address public access issues.
Objective 1b: Maintain the 3.3 miles of existing roads throughout property through
mowing and other activities to allow access to equipment to reach forest projects
through 2031. Roads serve as pedestrian access trails to the public.
Action 1.b.1 – Remove and monitor invasive species and other vegetation from
forest roads to a maximum of a 20-foot width (including the road width) within
three years (Figure 4-1, Access Road Clearing), and monitor and manage for
adaptive maintenance.
Objective 1.b.2 - Treat invasive species by mowing and herbicide treatments and
replace with native understory species to roadsides within the Mixed Deciduous
Habitat as forest projects are completed.
Action 1.b.3 – Reseed roadsides with native grass/forb mix as-needed after
invasive species removal, targeting all areas with invasive species with native
grasses by 2031.
Action 1.b.4 - Identify and remove any failing culverts within 3 years throughout
the Property road system.
Action 1.b.5 – Add roads to maps posted on website and kiosk maps as a trail
system. As timber projects are completed, close un-needed spur roads to
maximize habitat on the property.
Action 1.b.6 – Coordinate with Our Lady of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey to explore
trail system connection options, in the Northwest corner, may require spur trail
development, boundary kiosk to explain differences in landowner regulations.

Table 4-1.

2021-2024
2022-2031

Fall, Spring,
Summer

2028-2031

All

Desired Future Conditions, Goals and Objectives, and Actions applicable PropertyWide (continued)

Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Action 1.b.2 - Monitor for reoccurrence annually and remove as needed.

Timeframe

Season

2023 - 2031

Spring/
Summer

Goal 2: Enhance CTWSRO ability to exercise treaty rights and access culturally-significant resources
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Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Timeframe

Season

Objective 2a: Update LMP within five years based on historical and current fish,
wildlife, and plant species known or likely to be present on the Property.

2024-2026

All

Action 2.a.1 – Conduct updated desktop search based on most recently available
data for historical and current species’ ranges.

2021-2023

All

Action 2.a.2 – Utilize oral histories and other cultural resources information to
identify additional known or likely historical species presence.

2022-2024

All

Action 2.a.3 – Complete regular field surveys to establish current species
presence throughout property.

2021-2025

Summer

Action 2.a.4 – Update LMP with desktop and field survey findings.

2026

All

2021-2026

All

2022-2024

All

2021-2024

All

2022-2024

All

2021-2031

All

Action 2.c.1 – Add informational signs about history and importance of CTWSRO
use of the Property to kiosks.

2022-2023

Fall, Spring,
Summer

Action 2.c.2 – Communicate to members of the CTWSRO their rights and
responsibilities for conducting traditional activities on the Property.

2021-2031

All

Action 2.c.3 – Communicate with management partners (see Section 4.4)
regarding the ongoing exercise of treaty rights on the Property and its consistency
with the Conservation Values.

2021-2031

All

Objective 2b: Update LMP data within five years based on culturally-significant and
treaty rights-protected resources on the Property.
Action 2.b.1 – Identify, document, and map locations and seasons of historical
and current culturally-significant resources and resource gathering on the
Property.
Action 2.b.2 –Develop public access rules (see Objective 1a) to protect CTWSRO
resource gathering at the locations and times identified in Action 2.b.1.
Action 2.b.3 – Identify culturally-significant resources that would benefit from
restoration actions and develop restoration plans for those resources.
Objective 2c: Develop and implement communication and outreach about CTWSRO
use of the Property within one year, with outreach continuing for the life of the LMP.

Goal 3: Update documentation of existing forest and habitat conditions to inform Property-wide management actions.

Objective 3a – Follow CTWSRO forestry department guidance to assess forest every 10 years by conducting timber cruise
within one year, and every 10 years thereafter.
Action 3.a.1 – Contract with forestry company to create a forest management
plan and develop and implement oak release projects over the span of 10 years

2021-2022

Summer, Fall

Action 3.a.2 – Contract with forestry company to conduct a timber cruise of the
Property, evaluating timber stands identified in 2009 timber cruise and updating
2021-2022
All
all related data, such as tree species, age class, harvest condition (i.e.,
merchantable/non-merchantable),
Action 3.a.3 – Conduct updated timber cruise every 10 years to provide updated
stand information for use in ongoing implementation of the LMP. Update LMP as
2030-2031
Summer, Fall
appropriate with findings.
Objective 3b – Update Property maps and GIS layers within 2 years, including habitat cover, roads, weeds, oaks, and other
features across the Property.
Action 3.b.1 – Update habitat mapping, GIS layers, and acreages by re-surveying
habitats across the Property

2021-2022

Summer

Action 3.b.2 – Map all mature oak trees on the Property.

2021-2022

Summer, Fall
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Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Action 3.b.3 – Map all roads, trails, culverts, and other features of note on the
Property.

Timeframe

Season

2021-2022

Summer, Fall

Grassland

Table 4-2 provides the desired future conditions, goals and objectives, and actions to restore the
OCS Grassland Habitat on the Property.
Table 4-2.

Desired Future Conditions, Goals and Objectives, and Actions for Grassland
Strategy Habitat

Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Timeframe

Season

Objective 4a: Control at least 80% of invasive scotch broom and other invasive species
by annual mowing, burning and/or herbicide treatments in all of the grasslands.

2021-2031

All

Action 4.a.1 –Reduce scotch broom and blackberry area by at least 50% in 5
years through continued treatments.

2021-2026

All

Action 4.a.2 – Conduct annual monitoring for non-native species and implement
follow-up treatments as needed using mowing and/or herbicides

2021-2031

All

Action 4.a.3 – If funding, staffing, and conditions allow for a prescribed fire, burn
grasslands and treat post fire to convert to native grasses.

2024-2031

All

2021-2031

All

2021-2031

All

2022-2031

All

Goal 4: Maintain and Improve Grassland Habitat

Objective 4b: Maintain current grassland habitat
Action 4.b.1 –Mow field (grasslands) by Duniway Road as needed to control
weeds and reduce fuel loads.
Action 4.b.2 – Conduct annual monitoring of grassland habitat and implement
adaptive management as needed to remove encroaching vegetation using
mechanical methods.

Mixed Deciduous and Conifer

Table 4-3 provides the desired future conditions, goals and objectives, and actions to restore the
OCS Mixed Deciduous and Conifer habitats on the Property.
Table 4-3.

Desired Future Conditions, Goals and Objectives, and Actions for Mixed Deciduous
and Conifer Strategy Habitat

Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Timeframe

Season

Goal 5: Maintain and Improve Mixed Deciduous Habitat

Timeframe

Season

Objective 5a: Implement oak-release and recovery throughout the forests of the Property as recommended by the forest
management plan by removal of Douglas fir by 2031.
Action 5.a.1 – Following and approved forest management plan and cultural
clearances, implement an initial a 30-40 acre timber sale of the plantations and
other Douglas fir in the mixed deciduous habitat in adjacent areas in the
2021-2022
Fall, Summer
southwest portion of the Property. Details of this and subsequent treatments will
be detailed in the forest management plan.
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Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Timeframe

Season

Goal 5: Maintain and Improve Mixed Deciduous Habitat

Timeframe

Season

Objective 5a: Implement oak-release and recovery throughout the forests of the Property as recommended by the forest
management plan by removal of Douglas fir by 2031.
Action 5.a.1 – Implement a series of small oak release projects for the rest of the
property as per the forest management plan, then use adaptive management
techniques to implement subsequent oak release projects in the future. Cuts will
limited to 30-40 acres per year, or as further detailed in the forest plan.

2022-2031

Fall, Summer

Action 5.a.2 – Following the forest management plan recommendations, harvest
Douglas fir trees with the goal of increasing the oak canopy and decreasing
conifers. Leave snags and large conifers important for wildlife habitat.

2021-2031

Fall, Summer

Action 5.a.3 – Remove non-native trees from habitat, e.g. cherry

2021-2031

Fall, Summer

Action 5.a.4 – Thin stands, as recommended by the forest management plan, to
2021-2031
All
reduce fuel loads to avoid catastrophic wildfires.
Goal 6: Reduce and Remove Conifer Habitat
Timeframe
Season
Objective 6: Convert conifer plantations to oak habitat by harvesting and replanting at 30-40 acres per year until
plantations are removed from the property and oak habitat is thriving, as per forest management plan.
Action 6.1 – In accordance with Action 5.a.1, include conifer units in oak release
2021-2031
Fall, Summer
projects and target for removal, limiting to 40 acres per year.
Action 6.2 – Replant treated conifer stands with oak and other native deciduous
2022-2031
Spring, fall
trees and plants.
Action 6.3 – Control weeds as stands mature post-disturbance.
2022-2031
All

Flowing Water and Riparian Habitats

Table 4-4 provides the desired future conditions, goals and objectives, and actions to restore the
OCS Flowing Water and Riparian Habitat on the Property. All oak expansion and enhancement
activities will have the Riparian Management Area (RMA) buffer required by the Oregon
Administrative Rules (Chapter 629, Division 635). Areas identified on Figure 4-1 for oak
expansion and oak stand improvement were conservatively set at least 75 feet away from the
stream centerline due to the absence of available spatial data to measure 50 feet from the
ordinary high-water mark.
Table 4-4.

Desired Future Conditions, Goals and Objectives, and Actions for Flowing Water and
Riparian Strategy Habitat

Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Timeframe

Season

Goal 7: Maintain and Improve Flowing Water and Riparian Habitats

Objective 7a: Conduct stream surveys within two years to better understand existing conditions.
Action 7.a.1 – Survey all streams and springs include geotagging and attribute
tables in data sets in order to carefully plan buffered areas.

2021-2023

Fall, Spring,
Summer

2021-2031

Spring,
Summer, Fall

Objective 7b: Monitor and control invasive plants, targeting 75% annually.
Action 7.b.1 – Annual monitoring and removal of invasive weeds throughout the
entire Flowing Water and Riparian Strategy habitat.
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4.2

Timber Sale Actions

As stated in Section 4, funding must be raised to manage the Property. Once approved, the
Tribes will solicit proposals from forest consultants. The selected consultant will write a forest
management plan and take the lead developing timber sales for at least five years. The initial
harvest will be a 40-50 acre sized target. Timber sales will focus harvest on Douglas-fir trees
found in both mixed deciduous and conifer forest habitats. These cuts will decrease the conifer
forest habitat, allowing for oak establishment. They will also aid in much-need oak release on
the Property.
Subsequent treatments would be annual or as recommended by the forest plan and would
continue until the property treatment is complete.

4.3

Past and Planned Restoration Funding

There is no history of restoration funding being used on the Property. Future funding
opportunities could come from timber sales, and agencies that have funded oak restoration in the
past including Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, Oregon Wildlife Foundation, and the
Natural Resource Conservation Service.

4.4

Conservation Programs

The Property was part of a larger Natural Resource Conservation Service, Regional Conservation
Partnership Program grant but withdrew due to staffing and absence of match funding. It is
hoped that the CTWSRO will be able to re-enroll in the future.

4.5

Management Partners

Current and potential management partners include the following:
•

The Trappist Abbey (management plan review and input)

•

Yamhill Partners for Land and Water (management plan review and input)

•

ODFW (technical assistance, management plan review, monitoring)

•

BPA (management plan review and enforcement)

•

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
(restoration guidance and possible funding)

4.6

Evaluation and Monitoring

The Conservation Values of the Red Hills Conservation Area will be monitored routinely and
managed based on the data collected. The Strategy Habitats identified in the Oregon
Conservation Strategy (OCS) (2016) will be monitored biennially beginning in 2021 and occur
in 2023, 2025, 2027, and 2029 to maintain and monitor desired conditions. The following target
species, which are also culturally significant species, will be monitored every three years

CTWSRO
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beginning in 2021 and occurring in 2024, 2027, and 2031. The following table illustrates this
timeline.
Table 4-5. Conservation Values Monitoring Schedule
Type of Conservation Value
Strategy Habitat

Grassland

Flowing Water and
Riparian Habitats

Mix Deciduous Forest

All

4.7

Target Species
Chipping
Sparrow, Streakhorned Lark2,
Taylor’s
checkerspot
butterfly
Northern Red
legged Frog,
Yellow-breasted
Chat
Acorn
Woodpecker,
Blacktail Deer,
Roosevelt elk,
Slender-billed
Nuthatch,
Western Gray
Squirrel
NA

Monitoring Schedule
Timing of Monitoring

Type of Monitoring

Biennial (2022, 24, 26, 28, 30)

Photopoint monitoring, species
inventory

Biennial (2022, 24, 26, 28, 30)

Photopoint monitoring, species
inventory

Every three years (2022, 25, 28)

Photopoint monitoring, species
inventory

Summer 2024-2025, repeat 2030-2031

Habitat, road, feature mapping

Income Generating Activities

As detailed in Section 4, the proceeds from planned timber harvest are intended to supply
management funding while providing the restoration benefit of releasing the oak canopy.

4.8

Restoration and Management Approach

The restoration and management approach presented in this LMP does not differ from the preacquisition discussions.

5.

EASEMENT RESTRICTIONS AND PROHIBITIONS

5.1

Prohibited Uses and Exemptions

Section II.K of the conservation easement details 15 prohibited uses of the Property (Appendix
A). BPA and the CTWSRO acknowledge in the easement that any activity that may materially
harm or materially interfere with one or more of the Conservation Values is prohibited, and
therefore, the list identified in Table 5-1 is not exhaustive. In general, this LMP is designed to
2

Not expected to be encountered due to habitat

CTWSRO

27

December 2019

Red Hills Land Management Plan

maintain or enhance the Conservation Values and therefore complies with the conservation
easement. LMP compliance with the listed prohibitions is described in Table 5-1 below. Actions
described in Section 4.1 of this LMP would comply with 13 of the 15 listed easement
prohibitions. The specific conservation purpose for each exception is provided in Table 5-1.
Table 5-1.

Summary of Easement Prohibitions and Compliance

Summary of Easement Prohibitions
1. Residential, Commercial or Industrial Uses. Any
residential, commercial, or industrial uses of the Protected
Property is prohibited, including timber harvesting, grazing
of livestock, vineyards, and agricultural production, except
for sustainable natural forest management practices
implemented under a forest stewardship plan prepared by
a forestry expert which is intended to maintain or improve
the oak savanna, oak woodland and conifer-dominated
forest habitats and which is approved by BPA and is
incorporated in the Management Plan.
2. Construction of Buildings, Facilities, Fences or Other
Structures. Construction of new buildings, facilities, fences
or other structures is prohibited, except for a boundary
fence as deemed appropriate in the Management Plan.
Repair, maintenance, or replacement of facilities, fences or
structures identified in the Baseline Documentation Report
are permitted at the same location and within the existing
footprint of such structures.
3. Utilities. Except as provided for in Section II.J.2, the
installation or relocation of new public or private utilities,
including electric, telephone, or other communications
services is prohibited except where reasonably necessary
to advance the Purpose of the Conservation Easement and
subject to Grantee's approval. Existing utilities on, over, or
under the Protected Property may be maintained, repaired,
removed or replaced at their current location as that
location is documented in the Baseline Documentation
Report.
4. Signs. Except for no trespassing signs, for sale signs,
signs identifying the owner of the Protected Property, signs
identifying permitted public access, safety and liability
waiver as approved in the Management Plan, and signs
that may be erected by the Grantee identifying the Purpose
of the Protected Property, all other signs, advertisements,
and billboards of any nature are prohibited. The permitted
signs may not exceed 15 square feet in size.
5. Waste. Dumping, collecting, recycling, accumulating, or
storing of trash, refuse, waste, sewage, bio-solids, or other
debris is prohibited.

Table 5-1.

No. In support of reasonable public and tribal access, a
small parking area for three to four vehicles may be
constructed in the southwest corner of the Property, as
described in Sections 3.7 and 4.1 of this LMP.
Associated fencing and an access gate may also be
added. Once feasibility is assessed, CTWSR will consult
with BPA and ODFW by providing details and gaining
approval of the parking area.
Yes, no installation or relocation of utilities is proposed.
Existing water and electric utility-related agreements are
described in Section 2.8 of this LMP. Actions will be in
compliance for the duration of the LMP.

Yes, all existing and planned signs at the Property fall
within the allowed exceptions: signs identifying the owner
of the Property, signs identifying appropriate public
access, safety and liability information, and signs
explaining the purpose and conservation values of the
protected Property (see Section 4.1). Actions will be in
compliance for the duration of the LMP.
Yes, no onsite waste storage or management is
proposed. Actions will be in compliance for the duration
of the LMP.

Summary of Easement Prohibitions and Compliance (continued)
Will actions be in compliance for the duration of the
Management Plan? If No, please explain and include
mitigating activities.
Yes, no mining is proposed, and actions will be in
compliance for the duration of the LMP.

Summary of Easement Prohibitions
6. Mining. The exploration, development, mining or
extraction of soil, sand, loam, gravel, mineral, oil, gas, or
other substance from the surface or subsurface of the
Protected Property is prohibited.

CTWSRO

Will actions be in compliance for the duration of the
Management Plan? If No, please explain and include
mitigating activities.
Yes, timber harvest will be limited to forest habitat
stewardship to improve the oak savanna and oak
woodland habitats, and/or targeted sustainable harvest
as detailed in a forest stewardship plan prepared by a
forestry professional to provide revenue for ongoing
management of this protected Property. Actions will be in
compliance for the duration of the LMP.
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Will actions be in compliance for the duration of the
Management Plan? If No, please explain and include
mitigating activities.
Yes, no alteration of the existing topography is proposed.
Actions will be in compliance for the duration of the LMP.

Summary of Easement Prohibitions
7. Topography. Altering the existing topography of the
Protected Property by digging, plowing, disking, or
otherwise disturbing the surface or subsurface is
prohibited.
8. Watercourses/Wetlands. Unless part of a restoration
project approved in the Management Plan, draining,
dredging, channeling, filling, leveling, pumping, diking,
impounding or any other alteration of any watercourses,
ponds, seeps, bogs, springs, wetlands, or any seasonally
wet area is prohibited, as is altering or tampering with
existing water control structures or devices.

Yes, no form of water resource alteration is proposed.
Actions will be in compliance for the duration of the LMP.

9. Vegetation. Unless part of a restoration project approved
in the Management Plan or part of approved sustainable
natural forest management practices, the cutting, trimming,
shaping, killing, or removal of any vegetation from the
Protected Property, except for noxious weeds, is prohibited.
10. Exotic Species. The introduction, cultivation, or use of
exotic plant or animal species on the Protected Property is
prohibited. Exotic plants include non-native invasive plant
species.
11. Roads and Impervious Surfaces. Construction of new
roads and paving of any existing road not paved or
otherwise covered in an impervious material as of the
Effective Date is prohibited. Existing roads identified in the
Baseline Documentation Report may be maintained and
repaired in their current condition and within their existing
footprint as identified in the Report.
12. Vehicle Use. The use of motorized vehicles is
prohibited, except as necessary to carry out activities
approved by the Grantee, or for limited, de-minimus, non
commercial recreational uses such as hunting or bird
watching if those activities are approved uses in the
Management Plan.

Yes. No paved roads are proposed, and existing unpaved
skid roads will only be maintained or cleared as needed
for sustainable forest management as set out in a forest
stewardship plan. Actions will be in compliance for the
duration of the LMP.
Yes. Use of motorized vehicles would be limited to those
required for implementation of restoration actions and
sustainable forest stewardship as described in Section
4.1 of this LMP. Actions will be in compliance for the
duration of the LMP.

13. Subdivision. The legal or "de facto" division, subdivision
or partitioning of the Protected Property is prohibited.
14. Grant of Rights. The granting of any property interest or
rights in the Protected Property, including easements,
permits, licenses, and leases, without the prior written
consent of the Grantee is prohibited, which consent shall
not be unreasonably withheld.
15. No Effect on Tribal Rights. In providing funding to the
Grantor, BPA is not altering, diminishing, modifying or
expanding the legal rights, authority, or jurisdiction of any
Indian tribe whether with regard to natural resource
management or otherwise, and no authority is implied by
this Conservation Easement with regard to such rights,
authority or jurisdiction. Grantor will not claim in any forum
or context that BPA's funding, described in section II.A.
above, the United States' acceptance of this grant, or
Oregon's recognition of it, bears on the nature or extent of
the Grantor's off-reservation rights.

CTWSRO

No. While vegetation management will focus on weed
removal, oak habitat restoration, and sustainable forest
management as described in Section 4.1 of this LMP,
poison oak may also need to be removed. Poison oak
control is in support of the health and safety of those
working to maintain and enhance the Conservation
Values of the Property.
Yes, since no exotic species will be introduced,
cultivated, or used on the Property, actions will be in
compliance for the duration of the LMP.
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Yes, no legal or “de facto” division, subdivision, or
partitioning of the Property is proposed. Actions will be in
compliance for the duration of the LMP.
Yes, no granting of Property interest or rights in the
Property is proposed. Actions will be in compliance for
the duration of the LMP.
Yes, the CTWSRO does not claim that BPA’s funding
bears on the nature or extent of its off-reservation rights.
Actions will be in compliance for the duration of the LMP.
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5.2

Environmental Regulations

A comprehensive environmental permitting review would be conducted once more detailed
restoration plans are completed to ensure compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal
laws and regulations. The following provides an overview of primary regulatory considerations:
•

Oregon Forest Practices Act: All forest management recommendations must comply with
the Oregon Forest Practices Act as administered by the Oregon Department of Forestry
(ODF). The laws are found in the Oregon Revised Statutes Chapter 527 and the Oregon
Administrative Rules contain rules for implementing the laws, found mainly in Chapter
629, Division 600 series. Most forest operations require filing of Notifications of
Operations and a 15-day waiting period. The regulations primarily address reforestation
requirements after clearcutting and restrictions on harvesting near fish-bearing streams.
Restocking of the forest will most likely not be required for the thinning proposed in this
plan; however, this would require ODF’s concurrence. The streams on this Property are
most likely classified as small Type F streams because of the potential for use by
cutthroat trout when there are instream flows (OFRI 2018). The RMA adjacent to small
Type F streams is set at 50 feet on either side (OAR 629-635-0310). General vegetation
retention requirements for Type F streams would also apply (OAR 629-642-0100). The
riparian buffer identified on Figure 4-1 is a conservative 75 feet on either side of the
stream centerline, because spatial data to measure from the ordinary high-water mark is
not available at this time.

•

Clean Water Act: CTWSRO would consult with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) to determine needed compliance under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act,
and any other relevant USACE rules and regulations for in-channel work related to the
culvert.

•

ODFW: All in-water work would follow ODFW in-water work windows as applicable to
protect fish and wildlife resources. The in-water work window for upstream tributaries to
the Yamhill River is July 15 to September 30 (ODFW 2008).

•

ESA: Because there are documented and potential ESA-listed species that utilize the
Property, the CTWSRO would consult with USFWS and ODFW to comply with Section
7 under the ESA.

•

National Historic Preservation Act: Prior to ground-disturbing activities, the CTWSRO
would consult with Oregon’s State Historic Preservation Office and conduct any cultural
resource surveys as required to comply with Section 106 requirements under the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

•

Migratory Bird Treaty Act: All grassland-disturbing activities shall take place after the
primary bird nesting season, which is April 1 – July 15 in the Willamette Valley.
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5.3

Protection from Harm

To date, no measures have been needed to protect the Property from harm. Future actions will
include the posting of visitor rules and information about the oak habitats and what makes them
unique.

5.4

Additional Information

No additional information for the LMP is needed at this time.
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APPENDIX A
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APPENDIX B
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APPENDIX C
2020 CONSERVATION AREA REGULATIONS
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Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon Conservation
Area Visitor Regulations
For Pine Creek, Oxbow, Forrest, Dunstan, Red Hills, Little Sweden, and Austin Hot Springs
Austin Hot Springs is CLOSED to Public Access – No Exceptions. Access of other properties is conditioned upon
visitors agreeing to comply with these regulations, liability release, and applicable Oregon and Federal laws.
Visitors will comply with any directions or instructions given to them by Tribal staff. Users failing to comply with these
regulations and applicable laws are subject to exclusion from the Tribes’ Conservation Areas, liable for payment of
damages, and may be prosecuted under applicable law. Visitors to the Conservation Areas assume the risk inherent with
the activities they undertake. By assuming this risk they agree not to make a claim against or take legal action on the
Tribes or their employees for injuries or damages that they incur as a result of the inherent risks of their visit to any
Conservation Area.
Daily Access Permits
Individuals or groups wishing to access the properties are required to fill out an access permit, which will also serve as
liability releases at designated permit kiosks at each Conservation Area, or online. At Pine Creek, due to its size and
overnight use option, has both sign-in and sign-out cards. Sign-out cards are to be filled out when departing the property
at kiosks, and are not available online.
Group Size
Groups of 8 or more may visit by prior arrangement only. Some areas may be restricted seasonally or permanently to
protect unique biological, cultural, geological, or other values.
Access Hours
The properties are open to the public during daylight hours only with the exception of Pine Creek Conservation Area,
which allows access for backcountry backpacking and campground use. Parking will be allowed on gravel pullouts or
other safe suitable locations. Neighboring private lands may be used to access the conservation areas only with landowner
permission.
Dogs
Dogs must be kept under voice and sight control. Dogs are not to harass or run after wildlife and will not be allowed to
run at large during bird breeding seasons (Apr. 1 – July 15).
Collecting and Woodcutting
Fossil, rock, antler, and other collecting are prohibited on the Conservation Areas. Researchers may submit proposals to
conservation area management. Woodcutting is permitted with written permission of the Tribes under special
circumstances related to natural resource management activities.
Dumping/Littering
No dumping of materials or littering is allowed. Visitors will follow a “Leave No Trace” ethic.
Vehicular Access
Vehicles are not permitted away from main access routes crossing or bordering the Conservation Areas. Each
Conservation Area kiosk will provide a map of all accessible roads, trails, and parking areas. The general public is not
allowed to operate ATVs or over-snow vehicles on the conservation areas. All other roads and access methods are by
special permit only.
Hunting
Hunting is allowed only by special permit on the conservation areas, and firearms may only be brought onto the properties
by permitted hunters. Decisions concerning big game and bird hunting will be determined annually and posted on
information boards and website blog posts. Varmint hunting and target shooting is not allowed. Violators will be
prosecuted. Currently, Hunting is not allowed at Red Hills, Little Sweden, or Austin Hot Springs.
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Fishing
Fishing is not allowed on Conservation Areas except at McHaley Pond at Forrest and John Day River at Pine
Creek, subject to ODFW Regulations.
Camping
Public camping will not be allowed on any Conservation Area with the exception of the Pine Creek Conservation
Area. At Pine Creek, primitive, backpacking or horse-packing backcountry camping is authorized if at least one mile
from the highway and Clarno county road. Camps should be out of site of the administrative road-trail system on the
property. No river camping above the mean high-water mark of the John Day River. All River Camps are subject
to BLM Wild and Scenic river regulations, including the use of a portable toilet. Campers will observe a “Leave No
Trace” ethic. State fire restrictions will be enforced, and additional restrictions may be imposed. Camping at Robinson
Campground or Rattlesnake Cabin requires prior reservation and fee collection on the website.
Commercial Use
All commercial uses – including but not limited to classes, guiding, firewood or other wood products removal, or antler
collecting – are prohibited on all Conservation Areas, with exception of prescribed management purposes and where
allowed under special permit.
Cultural Resources
State, federal and tribal laws prohibit the disturbance or removal of cultural resources. Violators are subject to severe
criminal and civil penalties. Cultural resources include but are not limited to foods, pictographs, pottery, basketry, bottles,
weapons and projectiles, tools, structures, graves, human skeletal materials, or any portion of the foregoing items. Visitors
are required to report suspicious activities or findings to management.
Research and Educational Use
Natural sciences research and educational activities are encouraged. Researchers should contact conservation areas
management prior to submitting proposals. Educational groups may visit the Conservation Areas by special permit, with
restrictions applied as necessary.
Horses and Other Pack Animals
Visitors are allowed the use of horses and other pack animals with group sizes limited to six animals. Please contact
Tribal staff prior to visit. Hay and other livestock feed are allowed at Pine Creek only, must be certified Weed-Free, and
visitors must provide documentation upon request. Management reserves the right to limit stock use during certain times
of the year to avoid resource damage or disturbance.
Other Recreational Activities
Recreational opportunities on the Conservation Areas are numerous. As these properties are primarily managed for fish
and wildlife values, not all activities are compatible with these goals. Requests for uncommon activities will be handled
on a case-by-case basis by property management.

Protection of Tribal Rights
“Fishing, hunting, gathering and Tribal cultural and religious activities on the Project according to Tribal custom and
law are neither prohibited nor authorized or given additional status by this Agreement. Tribal members shall be subject
to tribal regulation of wildlife harvest. All other persons will be subject to state and federal regulations.
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